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Affordable Hearing Aids Now Available to U.S. Veterans

HealthInnovations, a UnitedHealth Group (NYSE: UNH) company and
Optum business, has launched a new program to make hearing aids
more affordable for U.S. veterans and their spouses. The new program
offers veterans and their spouses high-quality, custom-programmed
digital hearing aids for as little as $649 to $849 each, depending on the
model chosen. That compares to some hearing aids that retail for as
much as $4,000 each. Hearing loss is a growing health concern for some
veterans, in part because of their history of noise exposure experienced
during their time of service. Hearing loss is the second most common
health condition among veterans, affecting more than 670,000
members of the armed forces nationwide, according to The Hearing
Journal. To access the discount program, veterans work with a health
professional, such as an audiologist, hearing aid dispenser or primary
care physician, to get their hearing tested.

http.//tinyurl.com/b5sgu9a

Alternative Therapies: Building Better Treatments for Hearing Loss

What if hearing healthcare professionals could do more than fit

hearing aids or warn patients about damaging noise levels? What if
there were other, even better, ways to protect and restore a person's
hearing, such as pills, injections, lasers, or a little "hair of the dog"? That
day is coming. Scientists in the United States and abroad are exploring
approaches to help more than 275 million people globally who have
hearing loss, from members of the military who sustain auditory injury
in combat to ordinary citizens who lose their hearing as a consequence
of aging, noise, disease, or ototoxic drug exposure. Treatments are in
the works for decreasing the relentless clamor of tinnitus, rescuing
hearing after noise exposure, reversing congenital deafness, and
staving off age-related hearing loss. Some alternative therapies have
already found a place in clinical care and may one day

become the standard of care. http://tinyurl.com/a2asc4r

American Girl Dolls to Come

With Hearing Aids

When American Girl Dolls hit the
market in 1986, the focus was

on American History and how little
girls lived during various eras of
our nation's development. But
over the years, the company has
expanded the types of dolls it
manufactures. In the 1990s, a
customizable American Girl was
created, and it was a hit: Little girls
want dolls they can relate to, that
look like them. And the
customization is getting more
specific:

Years ago parents had a tough
time finding dolls with brown skin
tone; black dolls came in one
shade: dark-skinned.

The new American Girl catalog
has a page called "Special
Sparkle," featuring accessories for
dolls: The usual fare you might
find for Barbie, like boots and
sunglasses, but also a wheelchair.
A hearing aid. An allergy-free
lunch with a medical bracelet and
EpiPen.

http://tinyurl.com/culv36m

Year's end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the

wisdom that experience can instill in us.

Hal Borland




Leone’s Lines

Another fresh new year is here .

Another year to live!

To banish worry, doubt, and
fear,

To love and laugh and give!

This bright new year is given
me

To live each day with zest . . .
To daily grow and try to be
My highest and my best!

| have the opportunity
Once more to right some
wrongs,

To pray for peace, to plant a

Does Your Child Have a Hearing Loss?

the following guidelines from the American Hearing Health
Foundation can help parents detect a possible acquired hearing loss.

Your child seems to hear fine some of the time and then not
respond at other times

Your child wants the TV volume louder than other members
of the family

Your child says “what?” more often.

Your child moves one ear forward when listening, or he
complains that he can only hear out of his “good ear”.

Your child’s grades fall or their teacher notes that they do not
seem to hear or respond as well in the classroom as other
children.

Your child says that they didn’t hear you. This may seem
obvious, but many parents assume that their children are not
paying attention when in fact there may be an unidentified
hearing loss.

It seems as though your child is just not paying attention.
Your child starts to speak more loudly than previously.

If your child looks at you intensely when you speak to them,

as if concentrating, they may be depending more on visual
cues for interpreting speech.

e You just have a feeling, but you can’t put your finger on what
your concern is. Don’t let that stop you. Ask your doctor for a
referral to ease your mind.

If you suspect that your child has a hearing loss, you should contact
your family doctor/GP. Source: http://www.hsuoracle.com

tree,

And sing more joyful songs!
William Arthur Ward

A very Happy New
year to one and all. fw
ez

Members: if you have changed your e-mail address please notify Karin Smith of the change karinsm@efn.org

790-1290

Hearing Loss Assoc.-Lane County, Oregon Information calls are taken by Linda Diaz
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1 Out & About

Looks like the only one out and about was Santa.

Soundbite Hearing Aid

There’s a new device that could help the millions of people who have
lost their hearing in one ear and don’t benefit from traditional
hearing aids.

Doctors at a Boston hospital are now fitting patients with a new
device that transmits the sound through a patient’s skull.

The new hearing device is called the Soundbite. The bad ear is fitted
with an earpiece with a tiny microphone. It transmits the sound to a
special device which is placed on the jaw and carries the sound
vibrations though the skull bones to the good ear.

Dr. Kenneth Grundfast, the director of the Otolaryngology Dept. at
Boston Medical Center explains, “The sound goes from the bone, up
into the skull to where the ear is located and vibrates the inner ear
hair cells on the side where the hearing is good.”

BMC senior audiologist Susan Kelleher explains, ‘Patients say it’s
amazing they can sit in a restaurant and hear a conversation.”
Unlike conventional hearing aids which usually aren’t covered by
insurance, some companies may pay for the new SoundBite because
it’s considered a prosthetic device and not a hearing aid.

. simon seRBoN HOLEE
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Keeping Your
Batteries Charge

Information You Can &;e

Ideas for future speakers and events for our general meetings?
Tell Andrea angora@comcast.net

New Survivor’s Manuals —FREE

to Anyone. Donations
appreciated. Cost to mail copies is
S4 each or 20 for $35. Send a
check made out to HLA, PO Box

Sound News is a publication of HLA
Lane Co and is published monthly.
P.O. Box 22501

Eugene OR 97402

If you think only senior citizens need
hearing aids, you're wrong: The
fastest-growing group of people
with hearing loss is under 65.

Researchers recommend that
newborns delivered by caesarean
section should not be given the
otherwise routine hearing screening
in the first few days after delivery.
This will reduce the number of failed
hearing tests.

A hearing aid that slots on to the
back teeth could help people who
are deaf in one ear. The system,
being tested in Britain, works by re-
routing sounds from the deaf ear to
the working one. Around one in ten
adults suffer from some degree of
single-sided hearing loss, with
around 10,000 new cases of
complete deafness in one ear

diagnosed each year. / Daily Mail
Oxford, England

When using headphones, personal
music players can subject listeners
to noise levels similar to those of jet
engines. Noise levels exceeding
110dB are known to cause hearing
problems such as temporary hearing
loss and tinnitus (ringing in the
ears). But for the first time the
underlying cell damage has been
observed.

Turning the volume up too high on
your headphones can damage the
coating of the ears’ nerve cells,
leading to temporary hearing loss.




Hearing and Young
Children

By 3 months, your baby
recognizes your voice and

makes cooing noises. Sudden, Oregon Telephone Assistance Public Utility

; Commission
{)({);11]13(;/ .nmses should startle your Program (OTAP) may provide a

By 6 months, your baby reduction in the monthly telephone

recognizes speech sounds and bill for Oregonians who receive
familiar noises. Interesting qualifying benefits.

noises make your baby turn

their head, anzi your bey E-MAIL: puc.otap @state.or.us
plays with their own voice and

laughs. Your baby also uses

their voice to indicate pleasure

and discomtort (800) 848-4442 - Voice

By 9 months, your baby

Emderstan’ds Sil’{lple w?rc‘:ls like (800) 648-3453 =-TTY
mommy’ and ‘daddy’, ‘no’,

‘bye-bye’ and their own name. (877) 867-1977 - Fax
By 12 months, your toddler

can speak one or more real, (971) 239'5345 - Vldeopho ne

recognizable word.

By 18 months, your toddler Mond - Frldw a a.m.to 5 m.
understands simple phrases ay P

and retrieves familiar objects
on command and speaks
between 20 to 50 words and
short phrases and your toddler
learns new words each week.

By 24 months, your toddler’s

spoken vocabulary should be L i
200 to 300 words and simple Telecommunication Devices Access

sentences can be spoken. Program (TDAP) loans adaptive

ﬁggrg; Edd;ggrbilsills d(’:s n and with no income restrictions to Download or

speech. A toddler at this age eligible Oregonians who are hearing, Complete

should also be able to sit and cognitive, vision, speech or Applications
listen while being read books.

mobility impaired. at
E-MAIL: puc.tdap @state.or.us www.rspf.org

goodifeis when you 7

$20 student, $35 individ-

' ' e 1
5m[|e Often, dream bl ?aar!:fly?,‘lSSGfC())L(rzgfue-ssional. will be given to advertisers offering goods

All ads are subject to review. Preference

' P &iigrﬁgﬁgﬁ-trngr?m?;%ag- and services to hard-of-hearing and deaf
aug a 0 an rea lze ow § azine, Hearing Loss. V\Arite people. Mention of goods or services in
HLAA, 7910 Woodmont Ave., Ste. 1200, Bethes- . .
da, MD 20814; 301-657-2248 (Voice); 301-657- articles or advertisements does not
855 you are or w a 224 (TTY); 301-913-9413 (Fax) or indicate HLA endorsement, nor does
www.hearingloss.org. Get the latest e-news: exclusion suggest disapproval.

Ou ave http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/
[}




Molly Buckles,.‘MS and Katherine Swem, Au.D
for your hearing health

* Hearing evaluations

+ Hearing aid consulting, dispensing and repair

+ Testing and treatment of vestibular and
balance disorders

+ Patients of all
atients ot atiages ifﬁ PeaceHealth
Please call for an appointment el Medical Group

University District 541-685-1755 » Barger Medical Bldg. 541-242-8300

General Technologies
3806 Security Park Drive
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
1-800-328-6684

Generous Technologies
SALE: FM Sq Dancing Equipment
4 Receivers + Earphones -- Hear The Caller
$325.99 (39 S&H)

NEW: Pocketalker ULTRA
$129.99 (56 S&H) 20% off
AT&T Ans Mach + Audio Jack Output
(Rated #1 For Clarity)
$69.99 (36 S&H)
Call 1-800-328-6684
E-Mail: Devices4less@Hotmail.com
Web: www.devices4less.com FREE CATALOG

HEARING
ASSOCIATES

Hear the difference!

Gail H. Leslie, Au. D.
Sandi L. B. Ybarra, Au. D.
Doctors of Audiology

Florence:

401 E 10th Ave. Suite 110 1525 12th. Suite 2
541-686-3505 (v/tdd) 541-997-7617 (v)
www.hearingassociates.net

Eugene:

This space could be yours for special personal
announcements

(Congratulations/Birthdays/ Memorials, etc.
Member: $20 non Member $30

For 1/4 page size: $45 member
S60 non member

OREGON

Kathy Grimwood, MA, CCC-A

AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
Be Well.
Hear Well.

MEDICAL
(c]{e]V]

At Oregon Medical Group services include not only
the diagnosis of hearing loss, but more importantly,
information on how to minimize the impact that
hearing and communication problems can have on
your life. We also offer a wide variety of hearing
aids as well as customized hearing protection
devices specific to your hobby or occupation.

Please call for an appointment: 541-334-3370
Address: 330 So. Garden way Ste 300
Eugene, OR 97401

Connecting People
Through Communication

3@ EHSC

EUGEME HEARING & SPEECH CENTER

‘ A
«(Certified Doctors of
Audiology

«Latest hearing aid
technology

«Cochlear implant
evaluation & mapping

= Serving our community
for 55 years

1500 W 12th Ave Eugene OR 541.485.8521 Voice/TTY
www.eugenehearingspeech.org Find us on Facebook!




Get Connected! ©

with Oregon Relay

oregonrelay.com

Get and stay connected

to family, co-workers, and
friends. It has never been
easier with Oregon Relay.

Oregon Relay is a free service provided by the
Public Utility Commission of Oregon to ensure equal
telecommunications access to the telephone service
for people who are deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-
blind and/or who have a speech disability.

To use Oregon Relay, simply dial 7-1-1 to connect
with a relay operator. The operator will dial the
requested number and relay the conversation
between the two callers.

You'll never feel
disconnected again!

Y.

711 or 800.735.2900
Voice:

711 or 800.735.1232
Voice Carry-Over (VCO):
711 or 800.735.3260
Speech-to-Speech:
711 0or 877.735.7525
Espanol:

711 or 800.359.2703
Customer Service:
800.676.3777

877.787.1989 (Speech-to-Speech)
800.676.4290 (Espariol)

Oregon Relay:
oregonrelay.com

Oregon CapTel:
oregoncaptel.com




SPEAK, LISTEN AND READ WIRELESSLY! Spri'&p}{e;

Wireless CapTel® by Sprint® is a free app for individuals with hearing loss sprintcaptel.com
to place captioned calls on select Android-powered devices.* Wireless
CapTel by Sprint delivers word-for-word captions of everything your caller
says, while listening and speaking directly to your caller!

App features include:
B Integrated contact list
B Call history
B [Font size/color modifications
u

Hello Carol speaking.
HiTed I'm good how
about you? Thal's very
cool about & new app.

It sounds wonderfull

I'm glad you are saving
on your monthly wireless

Built-in voicemail

bill and can now place - e
E E calls almost anywhere PR === “E
e e P with Wireless CapTel by - '

Scan Sprint! e e

Wireless CapTel by Sprint in the
Android Marketplace.

*  App requires an Android-powered device with OS 2.2 or higher.

Meed a device? Wireless CapTel by Sprint uses VOIP services to
connect your calls. Start saving today by wisiting sprintrelaystore.com/wecs

Although CapTel and Wirsless CapTel by Sprint can be uzed for emergency calling, such emerpency caling may not function the same as fraditional 911/8217 services. By using
CapTel and Wireless CapTel by Sprint for emergency calling you agree that Sprint is not responsble for any damages resulting from ermors, defects, malfunctions, intermuptions
ar failures in accessing or attemptng to accass emergency 2ervices through CapTel and Wireless CapTel by Sprint whether cauzed by the negligencs of Sprint or othenwiss.
Wireless CapTel by Sprint is powered by Raketu, ©2012 Sprint. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. CapTel is a registered frademark of Ulratee, Inc. Android, Gocgle,
the Goegle logo and Andreid Market are trademarks of Google Ine. The HTC logo, and HTC EWO are the trademarkes of HTC Corporation. Cther marke are the property of their

Tespective cwners.

Hearing Loss Assoc. of Lane County Chapter Fee and National Membership Form Memorial/Honorarium or Special Donations

Please fill out this form /survey & mail to HLA - Lane Co., PO Box 22501, Eugene, OR | enclose a donation of:

97402. _ 810 __$20 __ S50 $ Other
Additional contributions to either the national organization or our local chapter are
always welcome and are tax deductible. We need your support! Please pay yourdues  Thjs gift is In Memory of:

today!

Name: Birthdate (month/day) In Honor of:
for:
Address
. . Birthday Anniversary
City: State:___ Zip: Home phone: Holidays Marriage
E-mail address: Work phone: Survivors’ Manual Other
FAX: Prefer: TTY/TDD? Voice? Either ?

. . . . ) Please send notification of this gift to:
Please include the above information in the chapter participants directory.

I am a National HLA member: Yes No Name
| have enclosed: $10.00 Chapter fees  $35.00 National dues
Occupation Retired Address
Hobbies

City/State/Zip:

Cause and type of hearing loss

How serious do you consider your hearing loss? This gift is from:

Mild Moderate Severer Profound Other Name:
How did you learn about HLA?
4 Address:
Would you be willing to volunteer: ona regular occasional basis?
City/State/Zip:

Ideas for future newsletter articles, meeting topics or speakers
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If the month & year on your mailing label have already passed, it’s time to renew

your membership! Please use the form on page 6 to pay your dues today!
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